
Sachi A. Hamai, Executive Officer- 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

At its meeting held August 7, 2007, the Board took the following action: 
 
9   
  Supervisor Yaroslavsky made the following statement: 

 
  “Section 6 of Article XIII D of the California Constitution, a part of 
Proposition 218, requires that property related fees or charges shall not be 
imposed or increased unless such fee or charge is approved by either a 
majority vote of the owners of the affected properties or, at the option of 
the agency imposing the fee or charge, by a 2/3 vote of the voters residing 
in the area affected by the fee or charge.  Fees for water, sewer and 
garbage collection are specifically exempted from these requirements.  
 
  “Since passage of Proposition 218, the Federal Clean Water Act 
has placed more responsibility on local governments to monitor and 
treat stormwater and urban runoff.  This runoff washes pollution and 
debris into storm drains and eventually into creeks, rivers, bays and the 
Pacific Ocean, damaging aquatic habitat and depositing disease-causing 
bacteria in our creeks and along our beaches.  
 
  “Senate Constitutional Amendment 12 (SCA 12, Torlakson) would 
include storm water and urban runoff management along with sewer, water 
and trash collection in the list of utility fees that may be imposed or 
increased without voter approval.  Passage of SCA 12 by the Legislature 
would give voters the opportunity to create an additional resource for local 
governments to fund stormwater and urban runoff management programs, 
and provide an important tool to protect our precious environmental 
resources.  
 
  “Local governments such as the Los Angeles County Flood Control 
District would be able to levy a fee or charge on properties to address 
pollution caused by stormwater and urban runoff, thus improving the 
quality of life for County residents.” 
 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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9  (Continued) 
 
 
  Donald L. Wolfe, Director of Public Works responded to questions posed by the 
Board. 
 
  After discussion, on motion of Supervisor Yaroslavsky, and duly carried by the 
following vote:  Ayes:  Supervisors Molina, Burke and Yaroslavsky; Noes:  Supervisors 
Knabe and Antonovich, the Board took the following actions: 
 

1. Expressed its support of SCA 12 (Torlakson), legislation which will provide an 
additional resource for local governments to fund stormwater and urban runoff 
management programs; and 

 
2. Instructed the County’s Legislative Advocates in Sacramento to work vigorously 

in support of this important bill, and to support amendments or compatible 
legislation that would ensure that the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
is able to obtain funding for stormwater and urban runoff management programs. 
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Copies distributed: 
 Each Supervisor 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 County Counsel 
 Director of Public Works 
 
Letter sent to: 
 Senator Tom Torlakson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- 2 - 


